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tions should be the thing to recommend the
Watch Tower publications to all readers and
that the attention of readers should be directed
to the organization that is being used by Jeho-
vah God as his instrument rather than to any
individual.—Matt. 24:45-47.

So we let the literature speak for itself. The
scholarliness of it, the logical presentation of
the Scriptures that it sets forth and its faithiul
adherence to the Bible are the things that
should impress the reader and that should con-
vince him that this is the Bible truth. Worldly
scholarship is not the thing to be required. It
was not the thing required in the production of
the Christian Greek Scriptures from Matthew
to Revelation. The writers of those twenty-
seven Bible books were obscure men according
to worldly standards. Peter and John were
ordinary fishermen, Matthew a tax collector,
Mark a resident of Jerusalem of no scholastic
fame, James was a half-brother of Jesus who
was a carpenter in the city of Nazareth. Only
the apostle Paul lays claim to some education.
And yet in Philippians the third chapter he says
that all the worldly advantages that he had he
considered as mere refuse in comparison with
the knowledge of Jesus Christ that he gained
after he became a follower of the Savior.

The Bible shows that it was possession of
the holy spirit that was the important factor
in the writing of the books of the Bible and
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that it moved men of faith to record God’s
Word. (2 Pet. 1:21; Acts 28:25) It is also pos-
session of that spirit that is necessary to under-
stand the Scriptures. “Now we received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is
from God, that we might know the things that
have been kindly given us by God. These things
we also speak, not with words taught by hu-
man wisdom, but with those taught by the
spirit, as we combine spiritual matters with
spiritual words. But a physical man does not
receive the things of the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him, and he cannot under-
stand them, because they are examined spir-
itually.” (1 Cor. 2:12-14) Thus it is that the
world, with its wisdom, has not come to know
God and understand his purposes, because it
does not have the wisdom that comes from
above.

With these things in mind, we encourage all
who seek the Bible truth to see the prime ne-
cessity of the possession of the holy spirit on
the part of those who are responsible for the
material that goes into the publications of our
Society. The evidence of the holy spirit in the
guality and content of the writings published
by the Watch Tower Society should be the
thing that satisfies, that convinces, together
with a comparison of these things with the
inspired Word of God, the Holy Scriptures.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

“L am awake!” people will often say, and no
doubt they are awake to many things. Yet how
easy it is to overlook matters vital to one’s
well being! To aid people to be awake to mat-
ters of greatest importance, during October
Jehovah’s witnesses will offer a year's subscrip-
tion for the magazine Awake! for $1. New
subscribers will receive free three enlightening
Bible booklets.

NOTICE TO READERS!

Have you seen Awake!, the companion maga-
zine to this one you hold in your hand? Awalke!
does not deal primarily with Bible doctrine,
but it is awake spiritually because it is gov-
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erned by true Bible principles, not philosophy
or expediency. It is a magazine of facts, news,
everyday problems, practical sciences, human
interests, natural wonders. It is instructive,
wholesome reading for every member of the
family. Over 2,800,000 copies are printed each
issue in nineteen languages. Send only $1 for
a year's subscription- and receive three book-
lets on timely Bible subjects free.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS
November 8: Finding the Truth That Makes
Men Free, 11-21. Page 584,

November 15: Finding the Truth That Makes
Men Free, 122-43. Page 590. '
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For serious study it is good to sit at a
plain table in an attitude of work, since
study requires work, Keep the table free
from clutter, which is distracting. Have
the necessary tools for study and as little
else as possible on it. The lighting should
be good, but avoid glare. If you can, keep
room temperature comfortable, but not so
warm as to encourage drowsiness,

HOW MUCH MATERIAL?

Some who are skilled in study spend
whatever time they need to study an entire
Watchtower lesson well in just one study
period. But if you are one who can study
seriously for only a short time to begin
with, then concentrate on just a portion
of the study.

You may choose the part that affects
you more directly, or perhaps the begin-
ning part. Cover that material well. The
rest you will get to an extent by paying
close attention to comments from others
at the congregation study itself. By cov-
ering a portion using good study habits,
you will learn how to study correctly. In
time, you will be able to expand this so
vou can cover the entire lesson.

Should you try to speed along and cover
as much material as possible? No. Why
not? Because coverage of material is not
the main consideration. How much serious
study material would sink down into your
heart, where it really counts, if you were
to speed through it? What is better—mere-
ly to skim over a lesson and learn and re-
member little or nothing? or to concen-
trate on a part of it, having those thoughts
sink down deep into your heart? How
much good would excellent food do you if
all you ever did was to smell it, but never
ate any?

EFFECTIVE STUDY
How can you improve effectiveness in
serious study, such as for a Watchtower
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lesson? Consider the following five steps.

(1) Survey the Material. First, correct-
ly determine the lesson for that week.
Then look at the title of the article, which
will tell you what the subject is. Next,
read the Scripture text under the title,
which reinforces the theme. Lastly, go
through the pages of the lesson and read
just the subheadings. These steps will give
vou an overall picture of what is to be dis-
cussed, the general plan of the material.
This survey should take no longer than
thirty to sixty seconds.

(2) Read the Question on the Para-
graph. Before reading each paragraph, go
down to the bottom of the page and read
the question, or questions, for that par-
ticular paragraph. This will call your at-
tention to the main points in that para-
graph.

(3) Read the Paragraph. You may do
this silently, but reading out loud, in an
undertone, is even more effective, since
you are not trying to hurry anyway. And
as you read, read actively, not passively,
Search for the answer to the question.
Meditate on the material. “The heart of
the righteous one meditates so as to an-
swer.” (Prov., 15:28) Ask yourself: How
does that information fit what I already
know? How should I revise my attitudes
or actions to harmonize with what I read?
Such searching and meditation creates
interest as well as sounding down the ma-
terial into your heart. After reading the
paragraph in this way, you can look up
scriptures that are cited but not quoted, as
well as looking up in a dictionary words
vou do not know.

(4) Give the Answer. Having done this,
now look down at the guestion again. Can
vou answer it in your own words as though
yvou were explaining it to someone else?
If you can, then you know what the main
point is. If you cannot, then go over the
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paragraph again to search for that answer.
It is helpful too, to underiine the answer,
marking only key words or phrases. You
can underline an additional point or two
of interest, but avoid underlining too many
things in one paragraph as this makes it
difficult to locate the main ideas.

(5) Review. When you have finished
the entire lesson, or as much of it as your
time allows, review it to get the overall
picture. Check the points you have under-
lined and see how they fit the subheading
under which the paragraphs fall. This final
review will help to fix points in your mind,
since repetition is a key to learning. And
if there are additional points you want to
check, or you have questions, then after
the lesson you can consult such helps as
the Waich Tower Publications Index or
Aid to Bible Understanding. Also, if you
have the opportunity to talk to someone
else about the material, this will reinforce
what you know about the subject.—Heb.
5:14.

Now you are prepared for the Watch-~
tower study that week., And you will find
the study hour far more enjoyable. You
can be an active participant and not just
a passive listener. Also, when the para-
graph is read by the reader, you will not
be looking ahead to the next paragraph,
trying to find an answer, as some have
the bad habit of doing. This poor practice
deprives you of following the reading and
having the paragraph’s thoughts further
impressed on your mind.

Following the reading also enables you
to confirm the pronunciation of difficuit
words. It will help you to learn how words
go together when spoken correctly, all of
which helps to improve your speaking
ability. So follow the reading instead of
looking ahead to the next paragraph.

But what of other material used at con-
gregation meetings that you may not be
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able to study beforehand? For example,
what if you have not studied all the ma-
terial presented in the Theocratic Minis-
try School? Well, since you are present at
the school for one hour, why not pay care-
ful attention to what is said? In that way,
in a sense, you could be studying the ma-
terial, benefiting from what the others
say. Since you are there already, what
better use of the time could you make?

BENEFITS

By using good study methods, you will
find that your reading ability will im-
prove, as well as your choice and use of
words, and grammar. You will learn more,
and remember more, as Jehovah’s Word
gets past your mind and down into your
heart.

You will be better equipped to make
judgments when faced with important de-
cisions or issues of right and wrong. You
will enlarge and make stronger the shield
of faith to protect you from this world’s
wicked influences. You will give better
talks, more upbuilding comments at meet-
ings and home Bible studies. Yes, the more
you learn, the better equipped you will be
to give others the reasons for the King-
dom hope within you.—1 Pet. 3:15.

Thus, by improving your study habits,
you can grow spiritually strong instead of
remaining a spiritual babe. You will plant
your feet more firmly on the road that
leads to eternal life in Jehovah’s new or-
der. So be diligent about your study. “Do
your utmost to present yourself approved
to God, a workman with nothing to be
ashamed of, handling the word of the
truth aright.”—2 Tim. 2:15.

Then you can be like one of those hap-
py persons about whom the psalmist said:
“His delight is in the law of Jehovah, and
in his law he reads in an undertone day
and night.”—Ps, 1:2,



