954  PARADISE RESTORED TO MANKIND—BY THEOCRACY!  Zech. 13:4-6 Zech, 1

His own prophecies fulfilled in a way opposite to that and t
predicted by the false prophets. False prophets will try of Jel

to hide their reason for feeling shame by denying who 25 1]
they really are. They will try fo avoid being killed Lord
or being pronounced spiritually dead by Jehovah's loyal remn
worshipers. He foretold this by having his true prophet fellow
Zechariah continue on to say: or ret
23 «And it must occur in that day that the prophets . the h
will become ashamed, each one of his vision when he = dient
prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment = itisr
of hair for the purpose of deceiving. And he will cer- @ fessio
tainly say, ‘T am no prophet. I am a man cultivating = proph
. the soil, because an earthling man himself acquired me = they .
from my youth on.” And one must say to him, ‘Whatare = dom,
these wounds on your person between your hands? @ preac
And he will have to say, “Those with which I was struck | of Jel
in the house of my intense lovers.' "—Zechariah 13:4-6, | his id
NW; JB; NE; NAB; contrast Amos 7:14-17. . Word E
2 Thus Jehovah foretold that his people, in their Jehov
«land” of restoration, would be so well instructed with | word
his Word and would be so loyal to Him and His true | -of the
prophecies that they would vefuse to be friends and | 10 br |
intense lovers of any false prophet. If they did not kill mﬂnct ;?
him, then they would discipline him and- strike -him };eJECtZ ‘
<0 hard in their indignation that visible wounds and land’ |
sears would result. Such marks on his person, yes, on - s
his breast which would be partly exposed, would betray STR! !
his identity in spite of the fact that he had discarded  *Je
official garments that he had assumed to wear as a and w
bona fide prophet of Jehovah God. From whom had he tobe:
got such scar-producing wounds? From his intense end. (.
lovers, whether these were his own fleshly parents | death
or his intimate associates. However, their intense loyal- | Who v
' ty to Jehovah as the God of true prophecy would be | ¥asu
: stronger than their till-then intense love for a deceptive -'tho 5
prophet. They would place love of God and his inspire B e ab
Word above personal friendships with fleshly relatives | anceo
or associates. Such a course would cause “the prophets & B s

. itted
24, The scar-producing wounds on the deceptive prophet Were adm o
by him to be inflicted by whom, and what would this indicate g'sm;,
lovalty to God in comparison with attachment to fleshly love




