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covering of man’s sin which excuses a sinner, as some
have wickedly said.

The broad facts of history show that the world of
men have not had an opportunity of knotving good.
Darkness fell on the race; and during the passing of
the centuries it has grown more intense, helped greatly
thereto by the false and foolish teaching of the cleray.

The time of trouble now come on the world brings
God’s judzment= nn the nations for their neriect of God.
Lspeeially is th.: the ca<e with those natwms which
have professed s e Christ’=. The day of juuzment un-
der the reign of Christ will prove every man. Also
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he who, against knowledge, has allowed himself to de
evil, will find then that he has a harder task set him to
work up the way of life than he who has kept himself
under some restraint.

Thus both nations and individuals have responmbﬂ-
ity ; but by the ransom sacrifice of Christ God has first
of all made provision for all mea to be delivered from
the bondagze of the law of siu and death, so that in - .at
iay o, judement no man will find himseli hinder  or
hurt by reaszon of the orizinal weakness boru in L.m
ihrough the fall of the first Adam.

AN INTERESTING QUESTION

UESTIOX : I: it proper ior those who have been
in the truih only a short while 1o go out and sell
the Society’s books? Some insist that only those

who-have been a long time in the truth and are thorough-
Iy posted on the Seriptures should engage in the service
work. What is the proper course?

ANswER: Saan adopts many subtle methods to de-
ceive, It seems strange that any one who is consecrated
to the Lord should even think that a brother must be
thoroughly posted on the Seriptures before he could en-
gage in the service work. Liverr one who loves the Lord
should delight in proclaiminz the Lord’s good name. and
whether he has beer in the truth one vear or twentr
years would malke no difference. If he loves the Tord
he will be anxious to do something and should be given
the opportunity.

Knowledge will not pain the approval of the Lord,
but faithful devotion to the Lord will gain his approval.
“Knowledge puffeth up, love buildeth up.” Love means
an unselfish devotion to the Lord. One who stays at
home or attends class and digs deeply into the Bible
with the thought of expressing his wisdom. is not one
that hasz real love for the Lord’s cause. but one who is
anxious to shine. Let all the brethren who are conse-
crated to the Lord and who love him. actively engaze iu
the service work.

Sometimes a member of a class will refuse 10 engzage
in the canvaszing for the hooks because there are some
mistakes in the books, aud says his conscience will not

permi him to put books in which there are mistakes
into the hands of the people. Of course this is another
method that the enemy adopts to confuse the minds and
furnizh an excuse for not being faithful to the Lord.
As every one knows, there are mistakes in the Bible
and there never has been a book written yet that is
perfect that has been written by any human hand. The
Lord will take care of our infirmities if we use our best
endeavors to serve him.

Thoze who engage in the service worl are not sun-
posci 1o stand on the street and preach. nor to give a
lcchnical explanation of the Seriptures. They are to

oot 1 mes:age into tha hands of the peonle and let
incm read. Those mi the clasz who do mot w'  to engage
activelv 1n the service siiould not discoura: those who

wish to engage in it, and those who really love the Lord
should not permit any one to discourage them but should
o on in the service putting the books into the hands of
the people and letting them read.

Some complain that there are mistakes in the Studies
tn the Scerintures and therefore they should not be put
out. This iz wrong. 'I'ne Siudies in the Scriptures con-
tain a statement of the divine plan, a. d these in
present truth who have been in the truth - any length
of time cur their knowledsze from the Studies in the
Scriptures. Others will be able to do the same thing.

Do not try to hide behind some excuse to hinder the
service. Do with vour mizht what your hands find to do
and the Lord's blessing will coutinue with you richly.

LETTERS FROM AFIELD

A SECOND SERVICE WEEK DESIRABLE

My pEAr BROTHER RUTHERFORD

Loving greetings! After reading your new book, Creation,
and now the Year Book for 1928 containing the wonderful
report of the work for the past year, I feel that I must
write you in order to let you know of my gratitude to our
heavenly Father for all these good things of his providing.

It is very evident that Creation has come along at the
right time, when the clergy in this country are mnore openly
denying the Bible as Jehovah's revelation to man. I sam
sure that this book wlill be well recetved by the common

people, as I find the majority of these stlll believe the Bible
to be God's Word and are getting diszusted with the clergy
in their attacks wpoo it.

The attractive cover of Creation, and also the beautiful
colored illustrations, will help considerably in getting it
into the hands of the people.

I would also like you to know what a blessing the Year
Bool: has been to me in coosidering the daily texts and
comments up to date and also in reading of the pr-gress of
the Lord's work throughout the earth, It is truly marveious
to see how the Lord is blessing the remnant as they sing
forth the honor of his name.



THE PURPOSE OF “THE WATCHTOWER"

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Qur magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God's purposes and works increases.—Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah's kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise

earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead. ((J
It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is
based on God's Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at- failed t
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your- U.N. as
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own and juw
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on Bible truth, and views religious news generally. bert
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tions should be the thing to recommend the
Watch Tower publications to all readers and
that the attention of readers should be directed
to the organization that is being used by Jeho-
vah God as his instrument rather than to any
individual.—Matt. 24:45-47.,

So we let the literature speak for itself. The
scholarliness of it, the logical presentation of
the Seriptures that it sets forth and its faithful
adherence to the Bible are the things that
should impress the reader and that should con-
vince him that this is the Bible truth. Worldly
scholarship is not the thing to be required. It
was not the thing required in the production of
the Christian Greek Scriptures from Matthew
to Revelation. The writers of those twenty-
seven Bible books were obscure men according
to worldly standards. Peter and John were
ordinary fishermen, Matthew a tax collector,
Mark a resident of Jerusalem of no scholastic
fame, James was a half-brother of Jesus who
was a carpenter in the city of Nazareth. Only
the apostle Paul Iays claim to some education.
And yet in Philippians the third chapter he says
that all the worldly advantages that he had he
considered as mere refuse in comparison with
the knowledge of Jesus Christ that he gained
after he became a follower of the Savior.

The Bible shows that it was possession of
the holy spirit that was the important factor
in the writing of the books of the Bible and
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that it moved men of faith to record God’'s
Word. (2 Pet. 1:21; Acts 28:25) It is also pos-
session of that spirit that is necessary to under-
stand the Scriptures. “Now we received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is
from God, that we might know the things that
have been kindly given us by God. These things
we also speak, not with words taught by hu-
man wisdom, but with those taught by the
spirit, as we combine spiritual matters with
spiritual words. But a physical man does not
receive the things of the spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him, and he cannot under-
stand them, because they are examined spir-
itually.” (1 Cor. 2:12-14) Thus it is that the
world, with its wisdom, has not come to know
God and understand his purposes, because it
does not have the wisdom that comes from
above.

With these things in mind, we encourage all
who seek the Bible truth to see the prime ne-
cessity of the possession of the holy spirit on
the part of those who are responsible for the
material that goes into the publications of our
Society. The evidence of the holy spirit in the
quality and content of the writings published
by the Watch Tower Society should be the
thing that satisfies, that convinces, together
with a comparison of these things with the
inspired Word of God, the Holy Scriptures.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIELD MINISTRY

“I am awake!” people will often say, and no
doubt they are awake to many things. Yet how
easy it is to overlook matters vital to one’s
well being! To aid people to be awake to mat-
ters of greatest importance, during October
Jehovah’s witnesses will offer a year’s subscrip-
tion for the magazine Awake! for $1. New
subscribers will receive free three enlightening
Bible booklets.

NOTICE TO READERS!

Have you seen Awake!, the companion maga-
zine to this one you hold in your hand? Awake!
does not deal primarily with Bible doctrine,
but it is awake spiritually because it is gov-
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erned by true Bible principles, not philosophy
or expediency. It is a magazine of facts, news,
everyday problems, practical sciences, human
interests, natural wonders. It is instructive,
wholesome reading for every member of the
family. Over 2,800,000 copies are printed each
issue in nineteen languages. Send only $1 for
a year's subscription- and receive three book-
lets on timely Bible subjects free.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

November 8: Finding the Truth That Makes
Men Free, [1-21. Page 584.

November 15: Finding the Truth That Makes
Men Free, 722-43. Page 590. '



